
John Howard‐ activity and contact

14th September Parish Council Meeting

No agenda published on website or village noticeboard before meeting.   The agenda is still 
not available on the website or the parish council noticeboard now.  No minutes published 
in either location either.  The notice board has been opened recently to include one of their 
posters “Wildlife or Disco”

2nd October 2020

Chair of Horseheath Parish Council starts campaign in Horseheath and surrounding villages 
to gain letters and signatures for his objection.

3rd October

At least 7 large posters are placed around Horseheath “Wildlife or Disco”
Posters are also reported to me from Bartlow, Cardinal’s Green and West Wickham

4th October‐ Wildlife or Disco poster appears on Horseheath community facebook page.  
Please see attached sheet for locals comments. 

4th October – door to door knocking with posters being put through everyone’s door.  One 
senior lady the man tries to badger her into writing a letter

4th October e‐mail arrives to everyone in Horseheath and surrounding villages.  Surely it is 
their duty to ensure they inform the community of the correct information.

Dear friends,
 
You may have recently received a letter from South Cambridgeshire Council entitled 'Review of Premises Licence' and 
wondered what it had to do with you and not really given it a second thought. The review has been called in relation to a 
complaint raised by Horseheath Parish Council.
 
 The license provides for  rock festivals to be held in Crofts wood, behind the race course. You may have heard some of 
the music from  the festivals, held controversially through the summer, however next year it is planned to hold 3, 3 day 
festivals for 10,000 festival goers - in the wood!
 
Whilst no one objects to the odd festival in the open, as long as the decibels are limited, to hold a festival in what is 
otherwise a very quiet, undisturbed wood, with the untold impact on the local wildlife would seem irresponsible.
 
Horseheath Parish Council are therefore concerned about the environmental damage to the wood; we believe that large 
numbers of people will bring an increase in noise and environmental pollution, litter and crime such as burglary; and the 
possibility of illegal raves on a site known for partying.
 
Furthermore we have every reason to believe that the conditions of the license - which takes no account of the location 
of the event, are likely to be breached based upon the Licensee's track record to date:
 

         There were 6 days of activity on site during this year rather than the 3 allowed by the conditions 
of the licence 

APPENDIX F



 There has been no consultation with the Parish Council prior to events as the licence conditions
require 

 It appears there were no checks on the decibel levels at nearby residential properties
 It appears that the music continued beyond the scheduled time for completion on Sunday 13th

September
 The grounds for raising objections to the Licence under the Licensing Act are:

- Public nuisance (hours of operation, noise and vibration, light pollution and litter)
- Public safety (safety on the premises - fire safety, safe capacity and first aid)
- Crime and disorder (any crime, disorder or anti-social behaviour related to management of the premises. The act
considers the manager cannot be held responsible for the behaviour of people outside the premises. With large 
numbers who may be intoxicated, I think there is room to consider this for our localities)
- Protection of children from harm

These are clearly based on the usual licensing of urban public houses. Given the importance of biodiversity loss and 
protecting wildlife, we believe this is also an argument which will have relevance to the District Councillors on the 
Licensing Committee who will undertake the review after the consultation period.

A few discos and a festival, on the Point to Point field, is one thing. But the licensed series of events represents much 
more than that. If you feel, as the Council does, that the scale of the events and disruption to the wood and to the village 
are not in Horseheath’s long term interest, perhaps you would consider writing to the Licensing Office – the email 
address is Licensing Licensing@scambs.gov.uk – before October 27th – to add your concerns.

The attached poster, which will be put up around the village, over the next few days, summarises the Parish Council 
concerns. 

Best regards,

Terry Mundy

Sometime after 3rd October other local Parish Councils are given the misinformation 
regarding the 3 festivals and 10,000 and environmental damage and asked to send 
out to their parishioners.  This is the e-mail from Bartlow.

From: Duncan Ogilvy 
Date: 5 October 2020 at 14:12:23 BST

Subject: Wild Wood Events in Horseheath

 Hi all

I have heard from the Chairman of Horseheath Parish Council that they are very unhappy 
about the events planned at Horsheath Point to Point and Crofts Wood next year. I attach the 
official poster.

Horseheath Parish Council is concerned about the environmental damage to the wood; as 
well as noise and general disturbance. 

Neither Joe nor I have heard from anyone in Bartlow expressing concern about these events, 
which probably indicates that we don’t feel it affects us. However, because of COVID we are 
not out and about chatting as much as usual and some of you may have concerns that we have 



not picked up. Of course, anyone is free to make their own comments to South Cambs by 27 
October as per the notice, but if anyone feels we should make representations for or against 
the licence as a Parish please let Joe or me know by, say, Sunday 11 October and we’ll act 
accordingly.
 

My contact with John Howard this year.

18/06/20

E‐mail to let him know about the charity live stream we did, not an event but “working” at a 
time when we had all been told to go back to work.  You have a copy of this through him.

22nd/08/20

I called John Howard during event after receiving a text message.  First priority and main 
concern was the access to the site from the previous evening which was no longer being 
used.  He explained the history of why this smarted and upset the locals and the battle they 
had had with the landowners.  He said he was glad to hear it was no longer being used.  He 
stated this was the main reason for the call.

I explained the event had less than 300 people over the entire weekend and apologised that 
in the quick turnaround I had forgotten to e‐mail, he accepted my apology.  

He said when him and his wife stood in his garden the music was just audible.  I said I was 
surprised as I stood in the car park at the moment and couldn’t hear it.  I told him I didn’t 
know the DB level at that time, but we had limiters on it and that we had made sure no one 
needed to raise their voice to be heard above the music as per the government guidelines.  I 
explained that the strong winds of up to 40 mph could have caused the problem the night 
before.  I also told him our security were letting us know at both gates if they could hear the 
music and it was inaudible at the Manor Farm entrance close to Horseheath, he explained 
he was the closest house in the other direction.  

Also mentioned police activity at 2am in his village, I explained the event ended sharply at 
11pm and the site was cleared of those not staying by 11.30pm at the latest.  He was 
surprised to learn the event ended so early (noise of music?)

23/08/20

E‐mail sent to me at 8.49 following on from the precious evening discussion.  

Dear Vicky
 
Just to thank you very much for calling me last night and to apologise ‐ I was cooking at the time and 
I realise I called you Becky for some reason ‐ I do apologise.
 



It was very helpful to talk. Just to reiterate, the music is quite audible at our west end of Cardinals 
Green; this has been the case whenever you have had a disco. We also hear the announcer on the 
point to point when they have meetings. We are about 1,200m directly from Crofts Wood, so I don't 
think it is the wind that is the main factor although that obviously helps sound travel. Residents in 
Horseheath also hear the music and are about the same distance away; see the screenshot from the 
Horseheath What's On Facebook page attached.
 
Just for your further information, residents of Cardinals Green have for years walked around some of 
the field margins. The hunt , a number of other horse riders, farm vehicles and the cross country 
runners also run across the field margins. Thurlow receives stewardship payments for the field 
margins as set‐aside. There are no circular footpaths across Thurlow's land, so residents continue to 
use farm tracks and field margins connecting footpaths to walk on the south side of the A1307. The 
Estate and workers stop walkers off the footpath and tell them off, although I don't think there have 
been any prosecutions. I have previously suggested creating a permitted loop path which I think 
would help residents and preserve set aside areas, but the Estate has not been keen to engage with 
this. The Estate continues to be very forthright in admonishing residents on tracks, particularly 
anyone contemplating crossing the A1307 by their bridge ‐ even local horse riders. Therefore the 
routing of public traffic through Horseheath and over the bridge touches a nerve in the village; we 
will also write to the SAG about it.
 
The Parish Council was disappointed not to have been contacted by you as the organiser of the 
events. There has been concern about the impact of the events on the local ecology and wildlife 
amongst residents. We are not sure if you can mitigate this.
 
Given the number of events proposed I think it would be useful if you could attend a Parish Council 
meeting. We have been meeting by zoom during Covid and our next meeting is Monday 14th 
September at 7.45pm. I have copied in our Clerk so that we can hopefully arrange for you to attend 
by zoom.
 
With kind regards
 
john
 

Second e‐mail sent that day stating the police activity was poachers.
Dear Vicky

I understand from our neighbours that there were poachers out in the fields behind the 
copse last night. This was likely to be the cause of the police presence on Friday night. We 
do see them from time to time.

I would imagine the event itself, and particularly the route in through the farm being used has 
provided them with cover and that may be why we have seen this unusual level of activity. 
You might like to include this aspect in your communications with the police, Council risk 
assessments and of course Thurlow Estate.

I hope this is helpful.

With kind regards

John



3/09/20

I e‐mailed John a reply 

Hello John,

Thanks for your correspondence, I’ve also found it helpful chatting to you on the phone, it’s good that we have 
communication channels open now.

I have a meeting with Tim Barling after the 12th and I will bring up the idea about the loop and locals using the footpath, it 
seems very strange they don’t allow this on such a busy and dangerous road and I’m sure all those in Horseheath and Linton 
that attend the events would like to be able to use it, as well as everyone else outside of these times.  We were very surprised 
to be asked to use this route and they have agreed it is unsafe and we won’t be using it again. 

As I mentioned to you I have a premises license to carry out events in the woods.  These don’t come easily and wildlife, 
sound monitoring, security, safe use of roads are all part of working with the council to get the license.  As I mentioned we 
are giving money back to the local ecology and may well route this through a different avenue than the estate. This can be 
discussed in the new year.

The second and last event this year is on the 12th September, the date that should have been The Wild Wood Disco.  This is 
called a sunset social and we have bookable tables, street food and bars and music at the top of the woods.  We are saying 
under 300 people, when we did this before we had less than 200 on the Saturday and we expect it to be about the same.  The 
music is 1pm - 11pm.  We are using the main entrance and exit to the site and expect to have around 100 cars only.  These 
events have been put on last minute after discussions with the council to try and get a tiny bit of revenue in during these very 
difficult times for anyone working in events.  The last event was turned around in 3 weeks and this in 2 so we apologise for 
not letting you know in advance.  I was very surprised the music impacted you at all and understand well why the route in 
would have concerned residents but with such few people we didn’t feel it would cause issues.

I will plan to come to a parish council meeting in the new year to answer your questions.  We speak with a lot of residents 
who are very supportive of the events too and give us lots of personal feedback.  

Speak soon,

Vicky 

3/09//20

Dear Vicky
 
Thanks for your helpful email. As you say it is good to have a good channel of communication. 
 
The Parish Council has a track record of doing its best for biodiversity – we currently have a grant 
application in for increasing wildflowers along the verges and in public spaces and have an ongoing 
pollinator action plan for which we also received grant funding. We have recently been looking in to 
developing an area of native woodland. Twenty years ago, Horseheath raised a considerable sum of 
money to create a new wood – the “Millenium Wood”. This area was eventually developed between 
Castle Camps and Camps End, and is now a Woodland Trust site. It’s a lovely area to wander round 
and is used by residents from several local villages.
 
We’d be pleased to talk more broadly with you in the New Year. We had been working on a 
Neighbourhood Plan although the future of this has been thrown in to doubt by the government’s 
White Paper on planning reforms. So while I greatly appreciate the sentiment and help, don’t worry 
about raising footpaths with Tim Barling – we will need to meet him in due course to follow up on 
whatever happens after neighbourhood plans.
 



By copy of this email I will ask John Miles to put the details of your event on 12th September on the 
local social media groups and our website; as we said it is really helpful for residents to know what is 
going on.

I look forward to talking further in due course and thank you again for making time to talk.

With best wishes

john

.

03/09/20

Thanks John,

I’d be keen to be involved with developing the woodland with the woodland trust, that sounds perfect for our family festival, 
The Wild Wood Rumpus and the larger The Wild Wood Disco.  Look forward to finding out more about that.

Speak soon,

Vicky 

I can’t remember the date, but we had a half hour positive phone call prior to the 12th 
discussing woodland events.  I have never mentioned wanting to do 3, 3 day festivals for 
3,000 , I mentioned as we may not be allowed to do the kind of events we normally run next 
year due to Covid that these socially distanced drink evenings might be more like the kind of 
events we have to put on.  I explained again it was most sensible to meet in the new year 
when we had a better idea of what events would be possible in 2021.  He at no point told 
me that the agenda of the next meeting would include the premises license.

25/09/20

Sent an E‐mail with documents attached disputing the license. 

Facebook comments after I had posted 4 days later on their poster.

8th October I decide to write a post on their post on the facebook page for 
Horseheath.  I was finding it increasingly diificult to know they were damaging my 
business and spreading lies.  Vicky Fenton

Hello, I'm Vicky and I am the organiser of events in the Wild Wood. Firstly we have no plans to organise 3, 3 day 
festivals next year and our license does not allow that and it is not something we want to do. There are not 
going to be 10,000 people around next summer! We have never cleared trees or purposefully upset wildlife and 
would consider ourselves a company that is incredibly ecology minded, putting that before profit. We are decent 
people running a tiny company and have absolutely nothing to hide. if you'd like to find out the actual facts 
please e-mail vicky@thewildwooddisco.com or we can come to the pub to talk to people in a socially distanced 
way and answer any questions you have.



We have also been to this festival only living 2 miles away with our young family and it’s run absolutely 
brilliantly and extremely considerately to its environment. I have lived in the area for my whole Life and think 
it’s sad people can’t get the facts and talk face to face before they start scaremongering and actually deal with 
their issues as a community working together. 
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I have taken my children to the kids event in the past. It is a beautiful spot, the wood is celebrated by the people 
who run the festival not destroyed. It is the most ethical & eco friendly event I’ve been to. My children learnt all 
about the trees, leaves, & folk stories certainly something that in my opinion should be encouraged 
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Author

Horseheath Community

I don't know why my comments come under "Horseheath Community" but as 

 I'm saying it's a brilliant little outdoor event. 

“Were you disturbed by the noise from the Wildwood disco this summer?” Errrrrrr no because the music was off 
at 11.00pm and it was on twice.

I have been to the event a few times and the organisers are amazing.There is no bottled water to reduce plastic 
consumption , this could be a quick buck but they don’t sell it!(people are encouraged to bring their own 
reusable bottles and fill them up from the tanks) 

The crew also sweep the site picking up every last bit of rubbish and cigarette butts .This poster is complete 
defamatory rubbish.To the sad individual on the smear campaign first of all do some research and after that I 
can highly recommend getting a life!!
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Author

Horseheath Community

I took my children, friends and family a few years ago. It's was beautifully done, and well organised.
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o ·

I just can’t believe that local snobs have got together and tried to ruin a companies reputation rather than stop 
and think about what good they do to bring local communities together. 

Please stop and think about what impact this could have on a company trying to do good things for people 
especially In these times. I for one give the organisers of the wild wood company my full support for everything 
they do and will help them in anyway I can. What a shameful thing for the Horseheath Community to do ! 

I went to the Wildwood Disco last year and it was just awesome, people just having fun and no damage or 
irresponsible behaviour was witnessed by myself. One of the best nights I have ever had, bringing in the finest 
DJs on the planet. Thankyou Wildwood at nearly 50 years old you took me back 30 odd years and I loved every 

minute of it. 

Seriously?? Have you been to the woods at any point and seen for yourselves? I’ve been to the point to point 
course regularly since I was 11 years old with pony club, I’m now 39, and NO trees have been cleared in the 
woods where the festivals are held. And as someone who has helped at the events since the first year I can 
assure anyone who hasn’t been there that the clear up operation is meticulous and thorough. The small local 
company who holds these events follow the conditions of their licence to the last letter, they are very proud of 
what they do and rightly so. Please stop spreading lies in order to whip up opposition to support your objections 
to a legally run local event that has many many loyal local supporters. 

good luck to them with their events i say 

3

o Like



I am pretty sure these defamatory statements amount to libel so would suggest the author(s) (Horseheath 
Parish Council?) retract the statements and issue a public apology to the organisers

I have been to this a few times and I have to say it's the most nature-friendly little festival going! All those 
involved respect the natural habitat and would never dream of destroying it! Please stop scaremongering 
people with false facts and liste… 

See More

What a truly awful thing to write about the festival that tried so hard this year, and got absolutely everything 
right, and exceeded expectations.

Absolute pure lies, and made up allegations. 

Admin - are you really going to leave this one up, without … 

See More

I am sure the Cardinals Green Mafia will object 
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I am sure the Cardinals Green Mafia will object 
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E-mail I received from a resident of Bartlow on the e-mail list;

11th October 

 To be honest don’t think people here are remotely fussed!  There certainly will be no 
representation to South Cambs from Bartlow!

Best of luck with this.   It’s just so frustrating when small minded people with delusions of 
power get involved in things.   

Hope you manage to have wonderful successful events next year and that Covid will not 
interfere as it has with everything this year.   

Kind regards. 
Mollie









No current agenda for the previous meeting or minutes, notice board has been 
opened to put in poster.











Message from Horseheath Parish Council on webstie when click on 
Agenda both before and after parish council meeting, the minutes have 
still not appeared:





Most recently the landowners have let me know that on the weekend of the 
15th / 16th October there was a running event on the racecourse.  John Howard 
is now complaining to them about that.  It is really felt by myself and the 
landowners that John is using his recent position as chair of the council to 
cause as much trouble as possible for the Vestey family by objecting to 
everything they do on their land.  




